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PORTRAIT OF MRS. HENRY W. DRAPER. BY JOHN A. ALEXANDER, N.A. 
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THE PRESENTATION OF THE BRIDE. BY BARTHOLOMEUS VAN HELST (e 1612-1670) 



The Greyhound 

By T. C. Turner 




HERE are few dogs the general 
forms of which are as well known 
as that' of the greyhound. Its 
slender body and graceful curves 
have made it the subject of many an 
artist's painting these centuries passed. 
Greek and Roman art has supplied us 
with numerous examples of dogs of the 
greyhound type. In the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York, is to be found 
an antique type of a somewhat small 
greyhound coursing a hare cut in stone, 
which was discovered at the side of a 
sarcophagus. Another ancient example 
of the greyhound is from an Egyptian 
tomb. Beside these, Roman and Greek 



statuary there exhibit this type of dog. 
From remote times there seems to have 
been a dog of the greyhound class in 
many parts of the world. Persia had, as 
shown in Jesse's Anecdotes a long-eared 
greyhound. Youatt's book of the dog 
shows us a long eared and somewhat 
heavy-coated dog, described as a Grecian 
greyhound, and in Russia the Borzoi was 
early called the greyhound — so also were 
the deerhound of Scotland and the wolf- 
hound of Ireland, these, too, being of 
the long and harsh-coated type. But the 
greyhound as we usually speak of him 
today is of the smooth-coated English 
type. This same dog, without any ma- 
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Courtesy Metropolitan Museum of Art 

KING PHILIP PRESENTING RUBENS TO VELAZQUEZ IN THE STUDIO OF THE LATTER. BY LEON Y ESCOSURA 



terial change, can be traced back to the 

time of King Canute in the early part of 

the Eleventh century; Canute confined 

the use of the coursing dog to the nobility 

by statute, and until the passing of the 

game laws, the use 

of greyhounds in 

coursing the hare 

was confined in 

England to such as 

could qualify for 

that purpose by the 

possession of real 

estate to the value 

of a hundred 

pounds. 

The greyhound 
figured promi- 
nently in the water 
marks of the early 
paper makers. 
A reference to this 
symbol is made sev- 
eral times by 
Dante, but his 




EARLY WATERMARKS WITH DESIGNS OF THE GREY- 
HOUND 



meaning is so obscure that commentators 
have been completely baffled. In The 
Inferno Dante refers to an allegorical 
monster, ravenous and unruly, which 
blocked his way, and who uttered such 

imprecations: 

" Until that grey- 
hound come who shall 

destroy 
Her with sharp pain. 
He will not life sup- 
port 
By earth or its base 

metals but by love 
Wisdom and Virtue. 
He with incessant 

chase, through every 

town 
Shall worry, until he 

to Hell at length 
Restore her, thence by 

Envy first let loose. ' ' 

As coursing the 
hare, instead of the 
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THE VISION OF ST. EUSTACHE. BY VITTORIO PISANELLO 



fallow deer, increased in popularity as a 
pastime, it was found that a medium- 
sized dog, could defeat the larger ones 
(who were less clever in handling the 
hare), under the coursing rules drawn 
up by the Duke of Norfolk, at the request 
of Queen Elizabeth. The first coursing 
club in England was established in 1776 
at Swaffham in Norfolk with Lord Or- 
ford at its head. Lord Orford was the 
then Lord- Lieutenant of Norfolk, and 
possessed extensive property over the 
flat lands of that county which were 
distinctly favorable to the training of 
his numerous dogs for his favorite sport, 
it is said that at one time he owned 
upward of one hundred dogs. 

The Swaffham club was restricted to 
twenty-six members, the number of let- 



ters in the alphabet, and each member 
had to give his dogs names beginning 
with the letter he represented. Un- 
doubtedly the smooth dog was firmly 
established by this club, as one of its 
rules provided that no rough-haired dog 
should be considered a greyhound. 

The Swaffham club was soon followed 
by a coursing meeting at Ashdown Park 
held in 17 So. Among the early staunch 
supporters of coursing was that time 
honored sportsman, the Earl of Sefton, 
over whose property at Altcar near 
Liverpool, the famous " Waterloo Cup" 
is annually decided. 

The flat lands and heaths which sur- 
round Newmarket, world famed home of 
the thoroughbred in England, are also 
the favorite spots for training the grey- 
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PORTRAIT OF FRANCOIS DESPORTES 
' HIMSELF 



Louvre Gallery 

(1661-1743). BY 



hound. Any one familiar with this old 
town has seen in addition to the hundreds 
of racers who daily take their gallops, 
scores of boys each with as many grey- 
hounds as he can handle taking walking 
exercise, for one of the finest methods of 
keeping these dogs in condition for cours- 
ing is to harden them by miles of walking 
daily. Almost as much scrupulous care 
and attention to food and exercise is 
given to the racing dog as to the racing 
horse. The natural undulating condition 
of the land for several miles around 
Newmarket, and the peculiar kind of 
turf have not only made it an ideal spot 
for training the horse and the dog, but 
have produced a class of hare, that for 
flavor and general appearance has no 
superior in all England. 

Outside of the neighborhood of San 
Francisco, where coursing is popular, 
there are few greyhounds kept in this 
country, the laws of some of the states 
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DIANA AND HER PACK. BY JAN FYT (1611-1661) 



Royal Gallery, Vienna 
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JABACH VON KOLN AND HIS FAMILY. BY CHARLES LEBRUN 



Royal Gallery, Berlin 



prohibiting the sport, and yet coursing 
a hare with greyhounds is more humani- 
tarian than shooting, for the hare once 
struck by a greyhound is instantly killed 
and if it escapes, is uninjured, whereas in 
shooting much game dies a lingering 
death or is maimed. Among the most 
famous greyhounds of the coursing world 
were ' ' Snowball " " King Cob ' ' " Master 
M'Grath " and " Fullerton. ,, 

Poets, as well as painters have been 
ardent admirers of the ■" graceful dog" 
and " patrons of the leash." Sir Walter 
Scott says of the famous Snowball (which, 
by the way was a jet black dog), 

"Twas when fleet Snowball's head was grey 
A luckless ley Vet met him on his way: 
Who knows not Snowball? He whose race 
renowned 



Is still victorious on each coursing ground 
Swaffham, Newmarket and the Roman Camp 
Have seen them victors o'er each meaner stamp. ' ' 

Among the many artists who have left 
us examples of the dog, both of the early 
types and the present day, are Jan Fyt's 
Diana and Her Hunting Pack. In this 
canvas three greyhounds are shown, some- . 
what smaller than our present-day dog, 
and among the game here shown are two 
good specimens of hares: Francois Des 
Portes Portrait of the Artist, provides us 
with another good good greyhound and 
hare. The Vision of St. Eustache by 
Vittorio Pisanello always an interesting 
picture shows us greyhounds, deer, and 
a hare. The two dogs shown in King 
Philip Presenting Rubens to Velasquez by 
Leon y Escosura, and Bartholomeus van 
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der Heist's Presentation of the Bride are of 
a medium size, and not quite of our 
present standard. The dogs in these 
pictures were probably painted from pet 
dogs never intended for the field, and the 
dog shown in Charles Lebrun's Jabach 
von' K din and His Family is almost on 
the order of Italian greyhound, dis- 
tinctly small, while the dog shown in 
John W. Alexander's Portrait of Mrs. 
Draper is decidedly inclined toward the 
heavy type. Francis Barlow in his pic- 
ture, Ctf^m^g Fallow Deere, painted about 
1650, shows us two smooth dogs, of the 
larger order, as would be necessary for 
the work to be accomplished by them. 

As I have said before, the general 
appearance of the greyhound is so well 
known that a lengthy description of him 
is'unnecessary. However, his head should 
bej large between the ears, narrow and 
low between the eyes, the jaw lean and 



powerful, teeth strong, eyes bright and 
full, ears soft and falling, neck long, 
back strong, hips wide, chest deep, tail 
moderately long and thin, feet well knit 
and very strong, shoulder blades long, 
in fact he is built for speed at every 
point with a jaw intended for punishment. 
The following Fifteenth century dog- 
gerel probably sums up the peculiar shape 
of the dog as well as anything can : 

"The head of a snake 
The neck of a drake 
A back like a beam 
A side like a bream 
The tail of a rat 
And the foot of a cat." 

In colors there is a wide range of choice 
black, blue, red, fawn, brindle, white, 
and the broken color variety of each, 
but as color plays no important part in 
in the dog's real value, it is simply a 
matter of fancy. 




Corydon 
By Robert Hillyer 



O lovely shepherd Corydon, how far 

Thou wanderest from thine Ionian hills; 

Now the first star. 

Rains pallid tears where the lost lands are, 

And the red sunset fills 

The cleft horizon with a flaming wine. 

The grave significance of falling leaves 
Soon shall make desolate thy singing heart, 
When the cold wind grieves, 
And the cold dews rot the standing sheaves- 
Return, O Thou that art 
The hope of spring in these lost lands of mine. 



